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Introduction to Computers and Their Components

A computer is an electronic device that processes data and performs tasks
according to a set of instructions called programs. Computers are essential in
various fields such as education, business, science, and entertainment.
Understanding the basic components of a computer and their functions can help
users make the most of this powerful tool.

1. What is a Computer?

A computer is a machine designed to execute a series of tasks automatically. It can
perform arithmetic, logic, and storage operations quickly and efficiently. The
computer consists of both hardware (physical components) and software
(programs that instruct the computer on what to do).

2. Key Components of a Computer
— Banking & .
" Insurance 1. Input Devices:

Input devices are used to provide data to the computer. Some common

input devices include:
o Keyboard: A device used for typing text into the computer.

Central Govt. o Mouse: A pointing device used to interact with the graphical user
sl interface (GUI).

o Scanner: A device used to digitize physical documents into electronic

I

form.
m State Govt. 2. Output Devices:
Services Output devices display the processed data. Examples include:
o “Monitor: Displays visual information in the form of text, images, and
videos.
o Printer: Produces physical copies (hard copies) of digital documents.
‘e LAW o Speakers: Output audio data from the computer.
= Entrance 3. Central Processing Unit (CPU):

The CPU, also known as the "brain” of the computer, carries out instructions
provided by the software. It has two main parts:
MBA o Control Unit (CU): Directs all activities within the computer.
Entrance o Arithmetic Logic Unit (ALU): Performs calculations and logical
operations.
4. Memory and Storage:

o RAM (Random Access Memory): Temporary memory that stores data
and instructions that are currently in use. It is fast but volatile,
meaning data is lost when the computer is turned off.

Hard Drive (HDD) or Solid-State Drive (SSD): Permanent storage for
operating systems, software, and user files. The SSD is faster than the
abhyasonline.in HDD due to its lack of moving parts.
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3. Types of Computers

1. Personal Computers (PCs):
o Desktop Computers: These are larger, stationary computers used in
homes, schools, and offices.
o Laptops: Portable computers that integrate all the components of a
desktop into a small form factor.

2. Servers:
Servers are powerful computers that provide services or resources to other
computers, such as hosting websites or storing files.
3. Supercomputers:
These are extremely powerful computers used for complex tasks like
weather forecasting, scientific simulations, and cryptography.
4. Embedded Computers:
_ These are specialized computers built into devices like smartphones, smart
TVs, and even washing machines. They perform specific tasks and are often
— Banking & hidden from the user.
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